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ir^Q August 2,1901 

In Egypt for the week ended June 30, there were 9 cases of plague 
reported — 8 in Zagazig, with 3 deaths, and 1 in Alexandria. It is 
reported that there have been 3 cases of plague in Constantinople, 1 on 
July 2 and 2 on July 4. 

The steamship Laos, which arrived at Marseilles at the beginning of 
the week, was quarantined because of plague. An Arab stoker was 
landed at Port Said suffering from the disease, and between there and 
Marseilles 15 fresh cases occurred among the stokers. No cases have 
been reported among the passengers, and they are being detained in 
quarantine. 

Eespectfully, A. E. Thomas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague. 

[Extract from an address delivered by Prof. Robert Koch before the British tubercu- 
losis congress, London, July 23, 1901.] 

>|; * * "The pestilence which is at this moment in the foreground of 
interest, the bubonic plague, may be iustructive to us in several respects. 

"People used to act upon the conviction that a plague patient was in 
the higest degree a center of infection, and that the disease was trans- 
mitted only by plague patients and their belongings. Even the most 
recent international agreements are based on this conviction. Although, 
as compared with formerly, we now have the great advantage that we 
can, with the aid of the microscope and of experiments on animals, 
recognize every case of plague with absolute certainty, and although 
the prescribed inspection of ships, quarantine, the isolation of patients, 
the disinfection of infected dwellings and ships, are carried out with 
the utmost care, the plague has, nevertheless, been transmitted every- 
where, and has in not a few places assumed grave dimensions. Why 
this has happened we know very well, owing to the experience quite 
recently gained as to the manner in which the plague is transmitted. 
It has been discovered that only those plague patients that suffer from 
plague- pneumonia — a condition which is fortunately infrequent — are 
centers of infection, and that the real transmitters of the plague are the 
rats. There is no longer any doubt that, in by far the majority of cases 
in which the plague has been transmitted by ocean traflQc, the transmis- 
sion took place by means of plague among the ship rats. It has also 
been found that wherever the rats were intentionally or unintentionally 
exterminated the plague rapidly disappeared ; whereas at other places, 
where too little attention had been paid to the rat plague, the pestilence 
continued." * * * 

GERMANY. 

Beporl from Berlin — Plague as reported from Egypt, India, and Africa. 

Berlin, Germany, July IS, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following information, obtained 
from the Imperial health office at Berlin : 

Plague. 

Turkey.— On July 2 a case of plague was ascertained at Stambul. 
Furthermore, on July 5, 2 more cases were recorded in the Italian hos- 
pital and the Kaszimpascha quarter. 

Egypt. — Prom June 14 to June 21 18 fresh plague cases and 6 deaths 
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occurred in Zagazig. Two cases were recorded at Minieh and 1 fatal 
case in Mansurah. From April 7 to June 17 4 fatal cases of plague 
occurred in Alexandria, and on June 18 a fresh case was reported at the 
same place. In the whole of Egypt June 21, there were 31 plague 
patients upder treatment (26 in Zagazig, 4 in Minieh, and 1 in Alexan- 
dria), since April 7, 23 plague patients have died and 2 have been cured. 
The inhabitants of the infected town of Zagazig, just before the dis- 
covery of the first plague case, found several dead and dying rats, 
immediately after the rainfall of May 14. 

From June 21 to June 28, 10 fresh cases of plague occurred in Zagazig 
with 4 deaths, in Minieh, 1 case and 1 death, in Alexandria 2 cases and 
1 death, in Port Said 1 case and 1 death. 

British India. — In the Presidency of Bombay from May 18 to May 
24, 898 fresh cases and 760 deaths of plague were recorded. During 
the following week ended May 31, there occurred 861 new cases and 717 
deaths from plague. In the course of the month of May, from week to 
week, the number of fresh cases (1,379, 1,156, 898, 861), and the number 
of deaths from plague (1,004, 919, 760, 717) decreased considerably. 

In the city of Bombay during the report- week ended May 25, there 
were 233 fresh plague cases and 204 proved deaths from plague. During 
the following week ended June 1, there occurred 168 fresh cases and 
157 deaths from plague. Besides these, in the last week 237 deaths 
were recorded as "suspected" plague. 

Cape Colony. — During the week from June 2 to June 8, 13 patients 
were received at the plague hospital at Cape Town, among them being 
7 Europeans. On June 8 there were 99 patients in the plague hospital. 
On June 8, 526 persons were under observation in the contact camps — 
that is to say 223 less than during the foregoing week. 

At Imvani, a railway station between Queenstown and East Loudon, 
5 oases of plague (4 among soldiers) were recorded. 

EespectfuUy, Frank H. Mason, 

United States Consul- General. 

The Surgeon- General, U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GUATEMALA. 

Report from Livingston — Fruit port. 

Livingston, Guatemala, July 15, 1901. 

Sir : I have to make the following report of the conditions and 
transactions at this port during the week ended July 15, 1901 : 

Present ofiacially estimated population, 3,000. Number of cases and 
deaths from yellow fever during the week, none ; number of cases and 
deaths from smallpox during the week, none; number of cases and 
deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of cases and 
deaths from cholera during the week, none ; ,number of cases and deaths 
from plague during the week, none; number of deaths from other 
causes during the week, none. Prevailing diseases, malarial, inter- 
mittent. General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding 
country during the week, good. 

Bill of health was issued to the following vessel : July 10, steamship 
Calabria; crew, 39 ; passengers from this port, 4; passengers in transit, 
4 ; pieces of baggage disinfected, 10. 

EespectfuUy, W. K. Fort, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon,, U. S. M. M. S. 

The Surgeon-General, TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



